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What are the new trends in
the Indian education sector?

This is an interesting phase of
Indian education. Some of the new
trends in Indian education are
Public-Private Partnership (PPP),
focus on quality education and
impetus being given to research
and development. According to
me, the relevance of PPP model
would grow in times to come. India
is targeting to take its GER {gross
enrollment ratio) to 30 per cent of
students in 18 to 25 years of age,
who go for higher education. $o
more new universities and insti-
tutes need to be constructed, nur-
tured and promoted. A higher
enroliment ratic resulting in
enhancement of human capital
corresponds to an increase in the
national wealth. Education
demands quality orientation. Good
academic institutions are built up
by good faculty. This throws up an
additional challenge of attracting
the best brains, to academics.

What are the challenges for
higher education?
There is a crunch of quality fac-

Hindustan Times ND 24/02/2013 p-18: (Brunch)

Transforming education system

A great scholar, academlc:lan and administrator, Prof. (Dr) Dmp K. Bandyopadhyay, Vice
Chancellor of Guru Govind Singh indraprastha University, Delhi is a leader in India’s
management education community in modern times. Prof. Bandyopadhyay has spent 36
years of his career doing what he does best: Inspiring students, academia, corporate /
non-corporate heads and policy makers to raise their excellence to the next level, HT
Brunch spoke to the veteran educationist on the future of higher education in India, his
plans for the university and much more, Excerpts

ulty members. We need teachers
who are ¢redible and capable to
transform students from one level
1o the next level of excellence.
Teaghers are agents of making
that transformational change.
Raising quality faculty is a serious
challenge, Presently, there is no
accountability on part of teachers.
Only a handful of teachers are
dedicated and passionate about
teaching. There is little focus on
research activities. For a high qual-
ity teaching, we need best brains
to join the profession. Unless and
until we take up this challenge,
there will be no progress.

How can technology play an
integral role?

Technology will no doubt play a
major role in times to come. The
government is also of tha view that
information and communication
technology ({CT) can be used to
mitigate the crunch of guality facui-
ty members. Under the National
Mission of Education through ICT,
the government is going pump
around over Rs 20,000 crore in
12* Five Year Plan and is going 10

develop the course in the form of
video-lips, animations, probable
questions and then self-evaluation
by students. ICT will deliver the
course content, best curriculum,
and quality inputs in an effective
way. It is one of the hest interven-
tions for enhancing quality of
teaching. ICT has also popularised
the distance mode of education.
Through video-conferencing stu-
denis can interact with professors,
virtually making it as real as a real
classroom. Distance education,
enabled with ICT, can reach out to
lot of people even in remote and
inaccessible areas of the country.
ICT enabled learning will emerge
as the largest mode of education
in the future, If we make these pro-
grammes popular among students,
then the roles of teachers will dras-
tically change. Their role will not be
of information providers, but that of
facilitators and mentors.

What are your future plans
for GGSIU?
Our vision is to turn GGSIPU

into a world-class university where
there would be a conglomeration
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Prof. (Dr) bilip K. Bandyopadhyay
Vice Chancellor,
Guru Govind Singh
Indraprastha University

of students and faculty members
from various places to generate
new knowledge and at the same
lime creating an environment
where confluence of ideas would
take place. We want to take this
institution to the next level by
bringing in mare quality, newer
innovations, focus on industry-ori-
ented professional education and
enhancing our research activities. |
am happy to share new develop-
ments like establishing Centre of
Excellence in Pharmaceutical
Technology, initiating new research
activities in basic and applied sci-
ences, bio sciences and IT and
taking the number of Ph.D seats to
75 to 80 from next academic ses-
sion. Our east campus at Surajmal
Vihar is under construction where
we plan to launch design courses
in streams like architecture, manu-
facturing, instrumental science,
textile etc. My immediate focus is
10 bring quality faculty membars of
national and international repute to
Our university.

As told to Ral Umraopati Ray
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Lockdown in MIT

campus after false
gunman-alarm

falsereport of a man with

aqgun prompted a
temporary lockdownat
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology on Saturday and
aroom-by-room security
sweep of a campus building,
policesaid. MIT locked down
its campus during the search,
iszuing a “shelter in place"
warningthatsaid law enfor-
cementagencies,including
Cambridge police, had resp-
onded to areportofa person
carryinga long rifle and
wearing body armour. “MNo
armed sus pects were found
inthebuildingor on campus,
and police believethat the
event,as reported, did not
occur," police said. revTens
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Kingpin of gang held for
withdrawing Rs 35 lakh
from lIT-Delhi accounts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 24

POLICE have arrested the mas-

termind of a gang involved inwith-

drawing lakhs of rupees from bank
accounts of HT-Delhi. The ac-
cused, Manoj Tyagi, hails from Mu-
radnagar, Uttar Pradesh, is a pro-
claimed offender. He allegedly
withdrew a sum of Rs 34.8 lakh
from the accounts using forged
cheques, police said.

Police had earlier arrested three
of Manoj’s associates, identified as
Ajay Kumar Kashyap, Ashu Kumar

and Vipin Kumar, but the kingpin’

of the gang was on the run, Accord-
ing to officials of the Anti Auto
Theft Squad, South District police,
Tyagiwasarrested outside Tis Hazari
Metro station, where he had gone
tomeet his associates. Tyagi was also
arrested in a similar cheating case
m 2010 from Burari in Quter Delhi.

The incidentwas reported after
the then Deputy Registrar (Ac-

counts) of II'T-Delhi, M K Gulati
approached the police with acom-
plaint stating that illegal with-
drawals were being made from the
institute’s accounts in Canara Bank
and Punjab National Bank (PNB).
Gulati alleged that on October 19,
they were told by Canara Bank that
Rs 9.75 lakh was debited from the
account of the institute. “They also
received statements from PNB that
three unauthorised cheques for Rs
9.751akh,Rs7.75lakhand Rs 7.15
lakh had been debited from their
accounts,” an officersaid.

During questioning, Tyagi con-
fessed that he and his associates
opened accounts with fake IDs
provided by Kashyap. They col-
lected information on account
holders in the said bank and
opened their own accounts using
forged signatures of original ac-
count holders. “While Tyagi and
Kashyap would-take most of the
stolen money, Vipin and Ashu took
10 per centeach,” the officer said.
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Man arrested for withdrawing
money from II'T-Delhi a/cs

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI § T

he Delhi Police has arrested a SB-year-old roclaimed offender (PO) who
along with his associates alleged! mthdrew Rs 34.80 lakh from the bank
accounts of IIT-Delhi through forged cheques.

. Police said that the accused has been identified as Manoj Tyagi, natlve of
Muradnagar, Uttar Pradesh, was eatlier arrested in a similar cheat-
ing case from Burari area in 2010. “He was arrested on February £

22 from outside the Tis Hazari Metro station area by the Anti Auto- ¥

Theft Squad (AATS) of South district police when he came to meet

his associates,” a senior police officer said.

On November 16, 2011, three associates of Tyagi, Ajay Kumar

Kashyap, Ashu Kumar and Vlim Kumar were arrested following an investiga-

tion into a complaint lodged by M K Gulati, Deputy Registrar (Accounts) of

IIT-D, that illegal withdrawals were made from the institute’s accounts in Canara

Bank and Punjab National Bank. However, Tyagi, the main kingpin of the gan

was absconding after the arrest of his associates and he was declared PO on 27

February 2012 by the concerned court. [




Hindustan Times ND bage 70f 12
25/02/2013 P-3

MAN WHO
GHEATED IIT-D
ARRESTED

HT Correspondent
& hireporters&hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After evading
arrest for over a year, a 38-year-
old man who had duped IIT-
Delhi of ¥34.8 lakh was arrest-
ed by the Delhi Police. The
accused, identified as Manoj
Tyagi, is a native of Murga

in Uttar Pradesh and was ear-
lier involved in a similar cheat-
ing case in Burari in 2010,

Tyagi, along with his other
associates, used to get fake
cheques of educational insti-
tutes printed and, with the help
of his associates in banks, with-
drew money. The anti auto theft
squad of south district arrested
him from near the Tis Hazari
courts on Friday.

His three associates — Ajay
Kumar Kashyap, Ashu Kumar
and Vipin Kumar — had
been arrested on November
16, 201L

A representative of I[IT-D
had filed a complaint that ille-
gal withdrawals were made
from the institute’s accounts
in Canara Bank and Punjab
National Bank {PNB).”Gh .

, Tyagi, the kingpin of the gang,
had been absconding after the
arrest of his associates and was
declared Proclaimed Offender
on February 27, 2012.
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An endeari

P-3

ng teacher

~ passes away

P. V. Indiresan was-in Pune to chair a poll panel meet on EVMs

Rasheeda Bhagat

rof P, V. Indiresan, for-

mer Director of IIT
. Madras, and a long-
time columnist of Business
Line, passed away in Pune on
Sunday morning. The end
came for this endearing
teacher of electronics and
electrical engineering away
from home, in a hotel room,
hours before he was to chair
the Election Commission’s
technical committee meet on
- EVMs, He was 85, and is sur-

vived by wife Jaya, two

daughters and a son.
My first introduction to In-
diresan was as a starry-eyed
oung reporter in 1982, as I
istened in awe to his address
at the IIT-Madras convoca-
tion. At the meeting, where
the chief guest was President
Zail Singh, quietly but firmly
the diminutive professor told
the President and the rest of
India that the right way to get
students belonging to Sched-
uled Castes/Tribes into high-
er education was not through
quotas, but by providing
quality education right from
the ' primary school. There
was a furore; he was dubbed
an “anti-reservationist”. Re-
sponding to the clamour for
his resignation, he did offer
- tostep down but his offer was
rejected.

Later, Indiresan would go
on to write in his CV that he
was proud of having been
reprimanded before Parlia-
ment for this speech! Quietly
and using his own funds, he
organised teaching camps for
Class XII SC/ST students at
the IIT campus, to prepare
them for the IIT entrance
exam.

&7

P.V. Indiresan, Former
Director, IIT Madras .

An alumnus of the Indian
Institute of Science, Indire-
san did his doctorate from
Birmingham University and
began his teaching career at
RourKee University (now an
IIT). After serving as Direc-
tor of IIT-Madras for five
vears (1979-84), he stayed on
as a Professor at this institu-
tion for a year, before going to
Germany on a teaching as-
signment for another year.
Hyg then moved te ITT-Delhi
where he retired at the age of
65 after teaching for 40 years.

The quintessential teacher,
it was amazing to see his en-
ergy levels and organising ca-
pacity. He would regale me
with stories of his meetings

with politicians and bureau-

crats in Delhi. At one such
session, around 1999, T per-
suaded him to start writing
regularly for Business Line,
which he did till the end, un-

der the column Vision 2020, .

PASSIONATE ABOUT PURA

A highly respected thinker,
Indiresan was a member on
countless government com-
mittees;
Padma Bhushan in 2000. Ev-

he was given the.

ery Prime Minister from P. V.
Narasimha Rao onwards
would seek his advice and re-
spect his views, even though

| . he had been critical of each

one of them in his writing.
Perhaps that was because
there was no rancour in his
dissent,

He was extremely close to
A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, before,
during and after his Presiden-
cy. Kalam was a passionate
votary of Indiresan’s pet pro-
gramme PURA (Providing
Urban Amenities to Rural Ar-
eas), which he felt was the
only way to decongest our ci-
ties. With a lot of passion, In-
diresan would tell me how it
was 50 easy to implement his
scheme and many of his Busi-
ness Line columns discussed
his PURA dream in detail.

Several prominent politic-

.ians invited Indiresan to their

constituencies to start a PU-
RA project. According to his
wife, Jaya, Baba Ramdev vis-
ited their home only three
days ago. ‘

“Orie of Indiresan’s stu-
dents brought him; he said he
wanted to do something for
his village. He was fascinated
by the project, they talked
about starting several schools
and Indiresan had decided to
visit his village on March 4.”

An eternal optimist, after
the meeting, Indiresan told
Jaya: “I now have some hope
that PURA will finally be im-
plemented”. In fact, one of
Jaya’s priorities is now to
cancel his appointments and
inform countless people that
her husband won’t be able to
make it to those meetings.

The funeral will be held in
Delhi on Tuesday at 11 am,
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PV INDIRESAN |

(1928-2013 ]

Teacher, thinker, he opposed quota

GOPUMOHAN
CHENNAL FEBRUARY 24

P V Indiresan, a highly-re-
spected teacher and thinker,
passed away in Pune on Sun-
day morning. He was 85. He
was in the city to chair the
meeting on the Election
Commission’s technical com-
mittee on electronic voting
machines on Sunday.

The electronic and elec-
trical engineering expert had
years of experience on the
topic, having been part of a
technical expert group that
vouched for the technologi-
cal soundness of the equip-
mentin 1990,

Abrilliant teacher for the
first part of his life spanning
40 years, post retirement he
became a public intellectual
in the classic Western right-

of-centre mould. After grad-
uating from Indian Institute
of Science and doctorate de-
gree from Birmingham Uni-
versity, he taught at Rourkee
University, IIT Madras and
IIT Delhi. He was the direc-
tor of IIT Madras for five
years from 1979, and after a
stint in Germany, moved to
IIT Delhi. He retired at the
age of 65.

Indiresan was known for
his opposition to caste-based
reservation and quota in pro-
motion, for which he faced
criticism, even reportedly
reprimanded by the Parlia-
ment. But all this did not
make him change his view.

He argued that increas-
ing the quality of education
in primary schools will ad-
dress inequality, a solution
that islong-term for political

parties to capitalise on. Ap-
parently, he used to organise
IIT entrance preparatory
camps for SG/ST Class 12 stu-
dents.

. Hisviews on deficiencies
in the IIT system, delay in
justice delivery and decen-
tralisation of administration
established him as a thinker
whose words had consider-
able gravitas. While IIT sys-
tem was celebrated, Indire-
san, a votary of autonomous
institutions, had said that the
standard of the students
were far superior to that of
the faculty. '

He put forth PURA (Pro-
viding Urban amenities in
Rural Areas) and was closely
associated with former Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam. In-
diresan was awarded Padma
Bhushan in 2000.
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Plastic to fuel Sydney-London flight

5 Tonnes Of Waste Plastic To Be Turned Into Dlesel For 16,898Km Trip

London: In a firstofits kind at-

tempt, an Australian pilot plans a.

16,898 kilometre historic trip from
Sydney to London using fuel pro-
duced entirely from plastic waste,

Forty one-yearold Jeremy
Rowsell's flight will be powered by
five tonnes of discarded packaging,
waste collected from rubbish dumps
and — using a pioneering technique
— melted dewn into 1,000 gallons of
aviation-grade diesel.

In July, he will embark on the
journey from Sydney, flying over
Asia, the Middle East and then Eu-
rope, and arrive in London six days
later, after flying a single-engine
Cessna 172 at about 2414 km a day

" with a speed of about 185kph.

Rowsell will have to fly for up to

© Paul Bowen/Science Faction/Corbls

GREEN MISSION

15-hour stretches to reach his sched
uled stops on time, the ‘Telegraph’
reported. He will travel at an]alti-
tude of 5,000ft — much lower than
commercial airliners, which reach

2P to 40,000t on long-haul flights.

The fuel will be sourced solely
from the so-called “end-of-life”
plastic that cannot be recycled and
would otherwise end up as landfill,
including household waste such as
packaging and wrapping.

The plastic will be collected krom
the countries in which Rowséll is
scheduled to stop along the way and
shipped to Cynar, the Dublin firm
that will help process the wastq into
aviation-grade diesel. 1

Recent technological advances
have made it possible to distill plas-

tic — most of which is petroleum-
based — into fuel, using a process
known as pyrolysis that does not
pollute the air.

Cynar claims its plastic waste
diesel fuel is cleaner than that used
by most planes, its production proc-
ess is cleaner, and it estimates a
lower cost per gallon.

Although it has been tested in
cars, it is in the very early stages
of aero engine tests and has never
been used in flight, the report said.
Rowsell, a hobby pilot, decided to
undertake the trip to raise aware-
ness of new technologies that are
exploring viable, environmentally
friendly ways to fly, while also cut--
ting down amount of plastic waste
in landfills arcund the world. pni
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Spray paint may
save Earth from
asteroid crash

Washington: Potentially
threatening ™ asteroids can
be deflected from colliding
with Earth using a novel
technique — .spraying a
thin layer of paint on the
approaching space rock,
experts claim. According to
Dave Hyland, Texas A&M
University aerospace and
physics professor, the sci-
ence behind the plan is rock
solid so much so that Nasa
is getting involved.

Hyland says One pos-
sible way to avert an aster-
oid collision with Earth is
by using a process called
“tribocharging powder
dispensing” -— as in high
pressured — and ‘spreading
a thin layer of paint on an
approaching asteroid.

What happens is that the
paint changes the amount
by which the asteroid re-
flects sunlight, Hyland the-
orises, prodiicing a change
in what is called the Yarko-
vski effect — discovered by
a Russian engineer in 1902.

The force arises because
on a spinning asteroid, the
dusk side is warmer than
the dawn side and emits
more thermal photons, each
photon carrying a small

Reuters

ROCK-SOLID PLAN

momentum. The unequal
heating of the asteroid re-
sults in a net force strong
enough to cause the aster-
oid to shift from its current
orbit, Hyland theorises.

“It could not be a water-
based or oil-based paint
because it would probably
explode within seconds of
it entering space,” he noted.
“But a powdered form of
paint could be used to dust
oh the asteroid and the Sun
would then do the rest. It
cures the paint to give a
smooth coating, and would
change the unequal heat-
ing of the asteroid so that it
would be forced off its cur-
rent path and placed on ei-
ther a higher or lower orbit,
missing Earth,” he said. rni
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Fourth-year
lITian drowns
in Vihar Lake

Yogita Rao | TNN

Mumbai: Twenty-two-year old
ITian Ankur
Abhishek drow-
ned in Vihar La-
ke on Sunday
when he wenton
an outing with
i four friends; he
was trying to wade through the
lake to reach arock when he dro-
wned, claimed institute officials.
A fourth-year electrical engi-
neering student of the five-year
dual degree programme, Ankur
was from Patna. Among the five,
three knew how to swim, said pr-
ofessor Urjit Yajnik, dean of stu-
dents’ affairs. “The students told
us that Ankur and another boy
sat on a rock. After a while, they
tried wading through the water
to reach another rock inside the
lake, when theylostbalanceas th-
ey could not figure the depth of
thewater. Both started drowning.
‘While one could be saved, Ankur
drowned,” said Yajnik. Ankur’s
body was fished out around 3pm.
“Thelakelevel musthaverisen in
theafternoon,” Yajnik said.
While Ankur’s body has been
sent for postmortem, his family
in Patna has been called; his sis-
terand brother-inlaw who live in
Rajkot were expected toarriveon
Sunday night. Jivajirao Jadhav,
seniot inspector of Mulund po-
licestation wherea case has been
filed, said “Theboy’s leg could ha-
ve got stuck in the mud. The gro-
up reached the lake through the
forestarea,a prohibited zone.”
IT director Devang Khakhar
also said, “Vihar lake is not an
IIT-B property and it is not easily
accessible from the campus. The
police are gestioning the stude-
nts how they went there.” The in-
stitute will also initiate a probe.
In an email to the institute, Khak-
har wrote: “We mourn the tragic
lossof hislifeatsucha young age
and convey our heartfelt condo-
lencesto his bereaved family..”
Many students have posted
condolence messages on Faceb-
00k. One of them said, “There is
no access to the lake from the ca-
mpus, but students do go there.
Butwehavenotheard of any un-
toward incident in the recent
past.” Astatement by the IIT said:
“There was no help at hand and
they were far away along the
shore and over a hillock so tore-
ach IIT for any immediate help
wasdifficult...”
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